Negative conversion of high serum p53 antibody titers in a patient with gastric cancer at 31 months after surgery.
We performed distal gastrectomy with D2 lymph node dissection, pathological stage was Stage IB (T2N0M0), in a 68-year-old male with gastric adenocarcinoma. We then monitored serum p53 antibody titers for 5 years and found it consistently decreased, without disease recurrence. Although the s-p53-Ab titer remained positive even after 2 years, it decreased to 16.5, 4.45, 2.66, 1.55, and 1.18 U/ml at 3 months, 7 months, 1 year, 2 years and 3 years after surgery, respectively. The s-p53-Ab titer finally converted from positive to negative at 31 months postoperatively without any sign of recurrence by computed tomography examination at 5 years after surgery. This case report shows that the changing pattern of s-p53-Ab titer after surgery may be useful to identify patients without recurrence. Further studies are required to gain a more precise understanding of the clinical impact of s-p53-Ab titer monitoring in gastric adenocarcinoma.